
SEASON   23



VERMONT STAGE’S 23RD SEASON
Thanks for perusing our newest brochure. If I were to give this season a title (as I have been inclined to do in the past), 
I would call it “Origins,” or perhaps something like “How Things Began.” Each play depicts the outset of a new chapter: 
the grand opening of a sandwich shop, the purchase of a dream home, the adoption of a young child, and even the 
creation of an origin myth. 

As many beginnings go, the people in these plays are confronting unexpected challenges that arise along the way 
while they stretch to meet their dreams of a better life for themselves and their loved ones. There is so much humor 
and hope in these charming new plays, and—as always—lots of fodder for thoughtful conversation too. I look 

forward to sharing our 23rd season with you.

See you at the theatre,
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Show your Vermont Stage ticket 
and receive 10% off your food.
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At a toasted subs franchise in the local mall, three up-and-coming “sandwich artists”—a teenager, a single mom, 
and a downsized manager from corporate banking—are perfecting the mustard-to-cheese ratio according to  
the company manual. But when their shot at the American dream is interrupted by a series of strange events, they 
become unlikely allies in a post-recession world. American Hero is a supersized comedy about life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of sandwiches.

Heroes aren’t born, 
they’re made.

Written by

Bess  Wohl 
Directed by

Cristina 
Alicea
Playing

October  12-30

AMERICAN   HERO



Pablo, a high-powered lawyer, and doctoral candidate Tania, his very pregnant wife, are realizing the American dream when they purchase a 
house next door to community stalwarts Virginia and Frank. But a disagreement over a longstanding fence line soon spirals into an all-out war of 
taste, class, privilege, and entitlement. Gardens and cultures clash, turning friendly neighbors into feuding enemies, the hilarious results of which 
guarantees no one comes out smelling like roses. 

Native   
Gardens
Good fences don’t always 
make good neighbors.

Written by

Karen 
ZacarÍAS
Directed by

John   Nagle
Playing

January  25 - 
February  12



Years of success, meticulous planning, and  
an eye for detail have in no way prepared 
Vivienne Avery for her mother’s slide into 
the grip of dementia. Initially hiding behind 
insomnia-fueled baking and a polite smile, 
memories of her mother leave Vivienne’s inner 
turmoil quietly laid bare in a juxtaposition of 
stories, theatrical gestures, and a childlike 
“creation myth.”

Blackberry   
Winter
It’s a fable, sort of, with props.

Written by

Steve   
Yockey
Directed by

Jordan 
Gullikson
Playing

MARCH  8-26



Annie and Peter decide to adopt, setting their sights on a child from Africa. But, when they receive surprising news 
from the adoption agency, their marriage is put to the test, secrets of the past are exposed, and this couple approaching 
midlife is left with an unexpected choice. Politically charged, funny and tack-sharp, The Call is a startling portrait of 
cultural divide, casting global issues into the heart of an American home.  

The   Call
If the call came, 
would you answer?

Written by

Tanya 
Barfield
Directed by

Tara   Lee  
Downs
Playing

April 19-
May 7



WINTEr 
TALES
Warm up with a good story.

Playing

DECEMBER  7 - 11

Pour yourself a cup of hot cider, grab a plate of molasses cookies, and join us for our 12th annual winter event filled with funny and heartfelt stories 
and songs to shine a bit of sunlight on the dark days of winter. Featuring brand new stories from Vermont writers, poetry brought to you by the 
Young Writers Project, and songs written and performed by Patti Casey and Pete Sutherland.



the
bake 
off
One play, 
made three ways. Take one play, break it in three 

parts, add three directors and three 
casts, and—voilà!—you have the 
6th annual directing “Bake Off,” 
an engaging exploration of the 
“ingredients” different directors 
use to create the same play. Each 
performance is followed by a Q&A 
with the directors and audience. 
More information on the chosen 
play to be “baked off” will be 
announced in early spring 2017! 

Playing

June  13 - 18



THREE GOOD REASONS 
TO SUBSCRIBE

1. Subscription packages start as low as $92. That’s 
four shows for $23 each.

2. Subscribing will save you $5 in ticket processing 
fees.

3. If you add Winter Tales and/or The Bake Off to your 
subscription, you get a $4 discount on each of 
those tickets, too.

TOO HARD TO PLAN AHEAD? 
TRY A FLEXIPASS INSTEAD!

Buy a Flexipass and pick your dates later. We’ll even 
contact you prior to each production to remind you 
about the show and find out which performance works 
best for your schedule.

ADD A DONATION TO YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION

Your donation is crucial to our work. It enables us to  
keep bringing outstanding live theatre to our 
community. It helps support the artists who live here 
and work with us, and it helps to support the hundreds 
of students that attend our shows annually and 
participate in our arts education program, Vermont 
Young Playwrights. 

BECOME A SUSTAINING MEMBER 
A Sustaining Membership is a convenient way to give 
your annual donation without feeling the impact on 
your wallet. Instead of paying your donation in one 
lump sum, we can charge your credit card monthly 
so you can pay in installments. And you can increase, 
decrease, or stop your donation at any time. Sustaining 
Members provide an important ongoing base of 
support we can rely on... so you can continue to rely on 
Vermont Stage.



4 SHOW SUBSCRIPTION PACKAGE
Save up to 30% o� single ticket prices!

Mail to: Vermont Stage, 110 Main Street Burlington, VT-05401 • 802-862-1497 • www.vermontstage.org

STEP TWO: ADD 12th Annual Winter Tales

Winter Tales Gala 
includes silent auction, 

hors d’oeuvres, 
and champagne toast!

Wednesday, December 7 @ 7:30pm #___ x $29 
Thursday, December 8 @ 7:30pm  #___ x $34 
Friday, December 9 @ 7:30pm  #___ x $34 
Saturday, December 10 @ 2:00pm #___ x $29 
Saturday, December 10 @ 7:30pm #___ x $34 
Sunday, December 11 @ 2:00pm #___ x $29 
Sunday, December 11 @ 6:00pm GALA #___ x $55 
 

STEP ONE: Choose your subscription package STEP FOUR: Add it up!
# Subscription ___ X  $_____  = $_____ 
# Winter Tales ___ X $_____  = $_____ 
# Bake Off ___ X $_____  = $_____ 

Subtotal  
$_____ VT Sales Tax 7% (Subtotal x .07) 
$_____ 

Tax Deductible Donation (Thank you!) $_____ 
Total Due $_____ 

 

Shipping & Handling Fee for Processing $ 5.00 

NAME
__________________________________
ADDRESS
__________________________________
CITY  STATE  ZIP

__________________________________
PHONE
__________________________________
EMAIL
__________________________________
CREDIT CARD NUMBER

__________________________________
EXP DATE
__________________________________
SIGNATURE

__________________________________

STEP THREE: ADD 6th Annual Bake O�
Tuesday, June 13 @ 7:30pm #___ x $29 
Wednesday June 14 @ 7:30pm #___ x $29 
Thursday, June 15 @ 7:30pm #___ x $34 
Friday, June 16 @ 7:30pm #___ x $34 
Saturday, June 17 @ 7:30pm #___ x $34 
Sunday, June 18 @2:00pm #___ x $29 
 

Make my tax-deductible donation a 
Sustaining Membership!

FLEXIPASS You choose any date during the run. Flexibility! Freedom! #___ x $130 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT Oct 12, Jan 25, Mar 8, Apr 19 @ 7:30pm #___ x $108 
THURSDAY NIGHT Oct 13, Jan 26, Mar 9, Apr 20 @ 7:30pm #___ x $123 
FRIDAY NIGHT Oct 14, Jan 27, Mar 10, Apr 21 @ 7:30pm  #___ x $128 
SATURDAY NIGHT Oct 15, Jan 28, Mar 11, Apr 22 @ 7:30pm #___ x $128 
SATURDAY MATINEE  Oct 15, Jan 28, Mar 11, Apr 22 @ 2:00pm #___ x $92 
SUNDAY MATINEE Oct 16, Jan 29, Mar 12, Apr 23 @ 2:00pm #___ x $108 
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   Thanks to our Season Sponsor


